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1) An example in the political realm is a statement that seems
designed as an impenetrable puzzle, Consider this response by
Defense Secretary Donald Rumsfeld to the question as to what was
known about Iraqi's weapons of mass destruction: "As we know,
there are known knowns. there are things we know we know. We
also know there are known unknowns; that is to say we know there
are some things we do not know, But there are also unknown
unknownsthe ones we don't know we don't know.,' (From a
Department of Defense news briefing, February 12, 2002), Although
this sounds like bafflegab, Rumsfeld explained that he did not intend
this statement as a riddle but wished to make the serious point,
namely, that "the absence of evidence is not evidence of absence.”

2) Edward, O, Wilson, Biophilia (Cambridge, Mass,: Harvard
University Press), 10
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3) G.C. Berkouwer contrasts the biblical notion of mystery to a
"general” or 'formal’ concept of mystery, which signifies nothing
other than that it surpasses our understanding, Mystery is then
reduced to a vague designation for the ‘'super—rational or the
irrational." See 7The Person of Christ (Grand Rapids: Eerdmans,
19xx), 329-32.

4) The Open Secret (Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 1978).
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5) One cannot help but wonder whether it is this fear that led to
the reductionist rendering of the title of chapter two in the English
translation of Berkouwer's volume on the sacraments., Whereas the
title in the original is 'Sacrament and Mystery," in the English
translation "mystery" is transformed into an issue of quantity: "The
Number of the Sacraments,' Cf, De Sakramenten (Kampen: Kok,
1954), p. 29 and The Sacraments, p, 27. In this chapter, the issue of
"number'plays a decidedly secondary role, As Berkouwer explicitly
states that in the question of "numbers" the real issue at stake is
"the nature of the sacraments,” 7/bid. 32, 38.
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6) On this inversion of God and human yearnings or constructions,
see Lesslie Newbigin, The Gospel in a Pluralist Society, (Grand
Rapids: Eerdmans, 1989), 146, 166, 170,

7) Not even the eschaton banishes mystery, We will see him not per
essentiam (in essence)as the Vulgate has it but we will see him as
he truly is (I John 3: 2), the visage of one who fully and
unreservedly embodies love and truth as modes of mystery, It is
striking that when Paul speaks of knowledge in the present, he
compares it to seeing in a hazy mirror, or through opaque glass,
One would expect that in contrast to the present haziness, Paul
would describe future knowledge as laser light brilliance. Instead,
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Paul draws this contrast: now we see through a glass darkly then
face—to—race,
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