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Abstract

Reformers' Understanding and Response to the

Pandemic: Focusing on John Calvin

Ahn, Myung-Jun
Pierson Theological Graduate, Pyeongtaek University

Now peoples are living in fear and shock with Corona 19. No one can
breathe with safety like last year, they are in a situation where they cannot
meet or eat with others naturally. In December 2020, the number of
confirmed cases and deaths increased day by day in the United States and
many other countries. The world now has the fear and threat of this
epidemic that has stopped everything. The invisible virus is dominating
humanity with this threat. On the positive side, these results strongly urge
modern humans to coexist with the natural ecosystem. The current
pandemic is similar to that of the Reformers who lived 500 years ago. All of
them suffered bitterness from the Black Death. From the early church to
the medieval church we will first look at the historical background for
understanding of this topic. Next, this article comprehensively deals with
the understanding of the infectious disease and the way of responding to

the Reformers who lived in a situation of sorrow and suffering due to the
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epidemic that occurred in Europe in the 16th century. Later, with focusing
on Calvin, I will investigate how he overcame this terrible disaster from a
theological point of view and examine his countermeasures. The Reformers
viewed the Black Death as God's judgment. They not only placed the
importance on a religious perspective, but also emphasized the activity of
reason using medical methods. Through hardships, they hoped for heaven
through faith and did all their dedication to love for the sick.

m Key Words: Black Death, Calvin, Luther, Zwingli, Bullinger, Beza,

Reformers, Pandemic.
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